
RECOMMENDATIONS/PRIORITIES FOR 
MASTER PLAN

The recommendations and priorities in this section 
are a result of incorporating the inventory, standards 
analysis, and needs assessment into a ranking of priority 
needs.  From the priority needs, an Action Plan has been 
established which will direct the growth, development 
and maintenance of the parks, recreation, and trail 
system in the City of Denton for the next five to ten 
years.  The recommendations are based upon an existing 
population of 115,506 and a projected population of 
155,700 in 2020.

Priority Summary

At the completion of the citizen survey during the needs 
assessment phase, a method of ranking priorities was 
implemented.  This method included an extensive review 
of all standards, citizen input, staff input, City Council 
input, Parks Recreation and Beautification Board input, 
Park Foundation input and consultant recommendations.  
The following factors were considered in order of 
importance with weighted values assigned to each:

1. Citizen Input/Survey Results (50 %) The 
specific needs and requests by the City of Denton 
community.

2. Parks and Recreation Staff Input  (15 %)
 The specific needs as identified by staff based 

upon recreation programs and demands upon 
resources. 

3. Parks, Recreation and Beautification Board 
Input  (10 %)

 Specific needs throughout the community as 
identified by appointed board members.

4. Parks Foundation Input  (10 %)
 Specific needs throughout the community as 

identified by appointed board members.

5. City Council (5 %)
 Specific needs throughout the community as 

identified by City elected officials.

4. Consultant Evaluation  (10 %)
 Professional recommendations based upon years 
of park planning/design experience as well as 
assessing the unique needs of the City of Denton 
and its community, demographics, etc.

The results of the priority ranking were tabulated into 
three categories:  High Priority, Moderate Priority, and 
Low Priority.  The table on the following page provides 
a summary of the priorities for the City of Denton. Pages 
103-107 are the detailed summary of priorities.  All 
items, no matter what the ranking will be pursued or 
developed as funding is available.
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SUMMARY OF PRIORITY ITEMS 
The City of Denton Parks, Recreation and Trail System Master Plan

1. More Hike/Bike/Walk/Jog/Run Trail (Connection) •

2. Gymnasium (for basketball, volleyball, etc.) •

3. Larger Senior Center •

4. Additional Recreation Center •

5. Nature Trails •

6. Open Space/Nature Areas •

7. Outdoor pool (for free swimming, play/recreation activities) •

8. Spray Ground •

9. Additional Soccer Fields •

10. Multi-Use Sports Fields •

11. Additional Playground Equipment •

12. Additional Community Garden Space •

13. Indoor Athletic Facility (soccer/football, etc.) •

14. Large Covered Picnic Pavilion (100 to 200 people) •

15. Additional Basketball Courts •

16. More Practice Fields (not lighted or irrigated) •

17. Facilities for Water Recreation •

18. Additional Tennis Courts •

19. Extreme Sports Area (BMX bicycling, paintball, etc.) •

20. Additional Baseball/Softball Fields •

21. Expansion of indoor pool •

22. Additional Frisbee Golf/Disc Golf •

23. Municipal Golf Course •

24. Additional Skate Park •

25. Indoor Ice Rink •

26. Additional Dog Park •
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FACILITY
IMPROVEMENTS

High Priority Items

1. Hike/Bike/Jog/Running & Nature Trails 
throughout the community, to create a trail 
network 

 Provide safe, off-street pedestrian and bicycle 
linkages to existing and new parks, schools, 
libraries and neighborhoods as well as the 
various economic, municipal and recreational 
destinations.  Place high priority on the 
preservation and conservation of existing 
drainage corridors including protection of 
existing 100 year flood plain from development 
and encroachment.  Development of trail 
systems in natural areas can become important 
connections from residential neighborhoods 
to schools, parks, shopping centers and the 
downtown area, as well as other destinations.

 Provide upgrades or extensions to existing trails, 
and trails within existing parks.

 Provide new trail connections when developing 
new neighborhoods and community parks, as 
well as along new greenways.

 Develop areas that serve to protect and/or 
enhance natural, (Clear Creek Natural Heritage 
Center) cultural and historical resources; provide 
linear open space for compatible human use; 
and maintain connectivity between parks, 
recreation areas, cultural areas and historic sites.  

 Provide upgrades or extensions to existing trails 
at Rail Trail, Bowling Green, Carl Young (trail 
heads), Cooper Creek Trail, Denia Park, Lake 
Forest Park & Wiggly Field, Nette Shultz, North 
Lakes Park, North Pointe Park, and Preserve at 
Pecan Creek (trail  head).

2. Provide a Indoor Gymnasium can be part of 
new recreation center or be added to existing 
recreation/community centers. The gymnasium 
would be used for basketball, volleyball, indoor 
soccer, teen functions/dances, and other 
programmed events for teens.

3. Larger Senior Center, construct an expanded 
complex to provide a full-range of indoor 
recreation, social, education, and therapy 
including a large ballroom, fitness rooms, 
walking/running track, aerobic rooms, craft 
rooms, meeting rooms, full-service kitchen and 
other amenities. 

4. Develop a new Recreation Center / Community 
Center to serve all the citizens of Denton. 
Provide a full-range of indoor recreation for all 
ages including gymnasiums, weight rooms, 
a running track, aerobic rooms, craft rooms, 
meeting rooms, game rooms, and other 
types of amenities. Possible location for  the 
recreation center; Southwest Property recently 
purchased by Parks, & Recreation Department, 
and Recreation Center located in Denia Park and 
North Lakes Park needs to be expanded to meet 
the needs of the surrounding neighborhood.

5. Provide Nature Trails / Greenway Corridors 
along primary drainage corridors. Develop 
areas that serve to protect and/or enhance 
natural, cultural and historical resources; provide 
linear open space for compatible human use; 
and maintain connectivity between parks, 
recreation areas, cultural areas and historic sites. 
Greenways are unique areas that can develop 
a sense of community by providing linkage to 
neighborhoods and parks, as well as save distinct 
elements of the natural and cultural heritage of 
the area for public enjoyment. Greenways serve 
as sites for passive pursuits such as picnicking, 
camping and wildlife observations. They can 
provide opportunities for concerts, festivals, 
neighborhood cookouts and family reunions. 
Greenways can also help sustain economic 
development, they attract business and tourism, 
enhance property values, and serve as low-cost 
alternatives to spending on flood control and 
transportation systems.
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 The City of Denton has a very unique 
opportunity within Clear Creek Natural Heritage 
Center, this park already has nature trails, but the 
trails can be added onto throughout the entire 
park. During this Master Plan process, the City 
should consider the opportunity to work with 
the DISDs on environmental education, this is 
a great opportunity to promote environmental 
stewardship by providing educational 
opportunities in programming, special events 
and field trips.

6. Provide Open Spaces/Natural Areas for 
enjoyment by park users.  Preserve existing 
open space/natural areas during the planning 
and development of the existing park land, and 
provide as a program element.  Open spaces can 
be used for picnicking, large group gatherings 
and field games or for passive, non-structured 
recreation activities.  Development of nature 
trails and fishing piers in natural areas will 
provide a unique recreation opportunity for 
citizens.  Pursue joint-use initiatives with Denton 
ISD for interpretive areas and outdoor learning 
opportunities within unique natural areas.  
Preservation of natural areas helps maintain 
riparian habitats, reduces the danger of flooding 
and protects the natural environment.

Moderate Priority Items

7. Outdoor Swimming Pool to provide a range 
of amenities to existing Water Works Park. 
Water Works should provide a fun, rewarding 
experience for every water park guest. Design 
a variety of water attractions that appeal to 
different age groups. Include a number a 
different waterslides, multi-level interactive play 
structure, and a wave pool.

 Continue to upgrade the Civic Center swimming 
pool, bath house, restrooms, filtration, add more 
interactive water play structures, and possible 
additional slides (drop slide).

8. Spray Ground (Parks) fit with any public play 
space, whether it is in an open park environment 
or the perfect companion to a pool. They can 
also be a stand-alone aquatic facility.  Plan 
these parks from a child’s point of view. Add 

interactive toys which children are able to 
activate and control water flow, sprayers, water 
canons, waterfalls (sheets of water), and  mazes 
made from ground sprays with a number of 
spray effects (dumping water, misty sprays, 
showers, geysers, jets, foam sprays, gushers, 
sprinklers, streams of water, or bubblers). Have 
an automotive shut off ensuring no water is 
wasted.  Encourage cooperative, whimsical play 
and provide a space that enhances lively social 
interaction. Consider separate play areas for 
younger and older children.

9. Renovate Soccer Fields in existing community 
parks, (North Lakes Park) and during the master 
plan process of the SW Property, soccer fields 
should be considered. 

10. Provide Multi-Use Sports Fields in existing 
parks where expansion is feasible.  Include fields 
as program items in future neighborhood or 
community parks.  In areas where fields exist 
add soccer goals, backstops, and lighting. 
Pursue specific joint-use agreements for existing 
facilities with Denton ISD, and local churches. 

11. Provide Playgrounds for children by upgrading 
existing facilities and provide new playgrounds 
and equipment in areas not currently served 
in the community.  Provide equipment and 
surfacing that meet current U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission Standards and 
Guidelines, National Playground Safety Institute 
Guidelines, Americans With Disabilities Act and 
ASTM standards.  Recreation opportunities for 
various age groups (2-5 play structure and a 
5-12 play structure) and child development skills 
should be provided. 

 Add or upgrade playgrounds in Avondale Park, 
Briercliff Park, Carl Young Sr. Park, Denia Park 
Evers Park, Joe Skiles Park, Lake Forest Park, 
Mckenna Park, Milam Park, MLK Park, Nette 
Shultz Park, Preserve @ Pecan Creek, Quakertown 
Park, South Lakes Park and North Lakes.

 Park Infrastructure Upgrades:  upgrades, repairs 
and enhancements to older park and recreation 
facilities and infrastructure.  In the past, funds 
have been used for playground repairs, park 
furniture, improvements to recreation centers, 
etc.  
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12. Additional Community Garden Spaces , 
additional plots of land for a diverse group of 
individuals, with a variety of uses. Some can 
choose to solely grow flowers, or nurtured 
communally and share their bounty, some can 
be individual plots for personal use, while others 
can be equipped with raised beds for disabled 
gardeners. 

 These community gardens are a great way to get 
both children and adults involved in beautifying 
the community while working with nature. 
Community gardens allow citizen’s to grow 
their own food or for others to donate what 
they have grown. The gardens also combat two 
forms of alienation that plague modern urban 
life, by bringing urban gardens closer in touch 
with the source of their food, and by breaking 
down isolation by creating a social community. 
It has also been found that active communities 
experience less crime and vandalism.

13. Develop an Indoor Athletic Facility (soccer/
football etc.) to provide a full-range of indoor 
recreation for all ages including basketball, in-
line hockey, practice space for soccer, baseball, 
softball, field hockey and football.

14. Provide Picnic Areas/Large Pavilions in existing 
neighborhood parks and community parks.  
Areas should provide for handicap access and 
protection from hot or rainy weather conditions.  
Pavilions can become a gathering place for large 
groups and help create a sense of identity for the 
park.

 Provide upgraded or new pavilions/shelters at 
Evers Park, Fred Moore Park, and Joe Skiles Park, 
as funding is available and appropriate. 

 Provide additional benches/seating areas in 
existing parks as well in newly developed parks.  
Include benches and seating areas along newly 
developed and existing hike/bike trails.  Include 
handicap accessibility as a design criteria when 
developing benches and seating areas. 

15. Provide Basketball Courts/Multi-Use Courts 
at existing neighborhood and community 
parks.  Upgrade existing facilities where feasible 
with lights, water fountains, and new netting 
for hoops.  Pursue joint-use opportunities with  
Denton ISD or with private providers

Low Priority Items

16. Provide More Practice Athletic Fields in 
existing parks where expansion is feasible.  
Include practice fields as program items in 
future neighborhood or community parks.  
In areas where fields exist add soccer goals, 
backstops, and lighting. Pursue specific joint-use 
agreements for existing facilities with Denton 
ISD, and local churches. 

17.  Create Facilities for Water Recreation at Carl 
Young Sr. Park, North Lakes Park, and South 
Lakes Park (example fishing pond, paddle boats, 
and canoeing).

18. Provide Additional Tennis Courts 
neighborhood and community parks.  Renovate 
existing courts at Goldfield Tennis Center. Pursue 
joint-use agreements with Denton ISD. Possible 
location: South Lakes  Park 

19. Examine the appropriateness of providing 
an Extreme Sports Area at the Airport Road 
Property, Cooper Creek, or Pebblebrook.  
Consider partnering with a private organization 
and/or concessionaire.  Extreme sports include 
BMX Biking, expanded or new skate park, 
paintball course and competition field.

20. Provide Baseball/Softball Fields in future 
community parks. Renovate existing fields and 
upgrade utilities.  Pursue joint-use agreements 
with Denton ISD and surrounding Cities. 

 21.  Expansion of Indoor Pool at Denton 
Natatorium, including adjustable floor in pool 
for therapeutic use, add non-slip surfaces, install 
a polaris camera system, add a senior room for 
rehabilitation programs, classrooms and meeting 
rooms. 
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22. Provide Additional Frisbee Golf/Disc Golf 
at a community parks or at the Airport Road 
property.

 Disc golf courses can consist of 18 or 24 holes, 
and you’ll find some nine-hole courses too. Hole 
lengths vary, but generally fall between 150 
and 500 feet each. Trees, shrubbery, water and 
terrain changes offer plenty of hazards to avoid, 
and it becomes very possible to lose a disc in 
areas with thick growth, tall trees or water. 

23. Develop a Municipal Golf Course in Denton. 
Consider future site acquisition adjacent to 
a major drainage corridor. Future site to be 
determined.

24. Additional Skate Park/Expand Existing Park 
 Provide an additional skate park, which 

should be built with the purpose of use as an 
environment for skateboarders to ride and 
develop their technique. A skate park may 
contain half-pipes, quarter pipes, handrails, trick 
boxes, vert ramps, pyramids, banked ramps, full 
pipes, stairs, and any number of other objects. 

 These parks can either be concrete parks, or 
parks with movable ramps, preferably not wood. 
(wood will require high maintenance)

 Some of these amenities can be added to 
existing parks or along trails to create mini-skate 
parks.

 If the City decides to create a new park they 
should consider using an organization that 
operates parks which are designed and built by 
the city. This would be consider a public/private 
partnership to provide complete supervision of 
municipal park.

25. Indoor Ice Rink for hockey, figure skating, 
public skating, practice, and tournaments, family 
events and corporate parties. Future site to be 
determined.

26. Provide a Dog Park within a Community Park 
or Regional Park site, the Airport Road Property, 
additional park locations to be determined.

Page 107




